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Game on: The virtual
reality of sports

“At least 85% of millennials and Generation Z are
gamers of some sort,” Morales said. “That translates to
viewership that surpasses the number of viewers that
watch Major League Baseball events, NBA events and
soon is going to surpass the number that watch NFL
events.”
But when claiming the viewership is relatable to the
traditional sports on the big screen that many love and
cherish, people may wonder how it even compares.
This raises a common controversial topic of what even
qualifies as a sport.
Webster’s New World College Dictionary defines a
sport as “requiring more or less vigorous bodily exertion
and carried on, sometimes as a profession, according to
some traditional form or set of rules.” By this definition,
esports qualifies because although anyone can play, there
are some things that need to be learned.
“Communication is by far one of the most important
things in competitive gaming and being able to tell your
teammates what’s happening on the field,” Ho said. “In
real life you can pass a basketball and you’ll see exactly
where they are and be able to throw that ball. In video
games, you have to be able to visually explain where
something is and how to describe that object.”
But according to Topend Sports, one requirement to be
considered that esports doesn’t meet, is physical activity.
And along with that criticism, gamers face negative
stereotypes
like being lazy or having no social life.
PHOTO BY Jacee Caldwell
“I think if you took the stereotypes away, a lot more
Esports Valorant varsity captain, Curtis Liu, plays Valorant in a gaming tournament against Boston College.
people would play,” said Curtis Liu, the Valorant varsity
Anson Ho, the esports coordinator at USU, said one
By Jacee Caldwell
captain.
benefit to being different from the typical idea of sportNEWS CONTENT MANAGER
But regardless of the thoughts of outsiders, as popuing events is anyone has the ability to play and at any
larity for the esports club itself on campus increases, the
time they want.
need for a bigger and better arena becomes apparent.
any students know what it’s like to cheer on
“Esports has its own variable because anyone can get
“Everyone can have their own basketball but it’s not the
the Aggies at traditional sporting events like
their hands into it,” he said. “A lot of people have their
same
as having a space that’s dedicated to playing those
basketball or football. But many students don’t own consoles at home, whereas not everyone gets the
games,” Ho said. “With an esports facility we would be
know about another type of sport they’re missing out on
chance to play a football game.”
doing the same thing, bringing students together in one
— esports.
Similarly to students going to the Spectrum on a Friday
place and having them form a network and game.”
Esports is all about competitive video gaming and
night to watch Justin Bean dunk on rival Mountain
One possible location for a new arena is the old USU IT
all anyone needs is a mouse, a computer and a virtual
West teams, anyone can cheer on their favorite gamers
building.
character.
through the Twitch streaming service that allows anyone
Morales is also helping the club expand into their own
The esports club at Utah State University has been
to spectate the game from their own phone.
space and has even attended out-of-state conferences to
around for more than four years and acts as a traditional
Spectators aren’t just watching missions being accomlearn more about the gaming world.
sport with tryouts and varsity level teams.
plished through a monitor. USU and other colleges have
“We wanted to learn about the broader landscape. We
A team can be created for any video game, as long as
broadcasting rooms where members of the club narrate
have to partner with some of those folks out there that
there is a big enough demand and enough players willthe game live through Twitch.
produce the gaming laptops or gaming chairs. They want
ing to compete. There is an average of five players per
This is just like hearing announcers for collegiate comto help us establish our arena,” Morales said.
team, however, it varies depending on the esport.
petitions or on TV for any professional sporting events.
The USU esports club competes in various tournaments
USU currently has varsity teams for Valorant, Rocket
This brings up the point that esports isn’t only a hobby,
throughout the year and holds tryouts for any student
League, Overwatch, Halo, League of Legends and a newit’s an opportunity for advancement into a real career
throughout the semester.
ly introduced Super Smash Bros. team.
industry.
To find more information about the program, visit their
And although many people think that gaming is indiAnd with USU offering both gaming classes like webwebsite or follow their Instagram page @usuesports for
vidualized, gamers said it does take a team effort and
game development and an esports minor, the university
highlights of games and upcoming events.
communication.
is striving to show the academic side of video games.
For tournaments, the team sets up special blue and
“There are about 80 different possible professions
purple lights in their temporary arena to set the tone and related to esports that students can go into, and our
Jacee Caldwell is a second-year jourwhen the game is on, the adrenaline kicks in and the
nalism student at USU in her second
programs will help them get there,” said James Morales,
room fills with intensity.
year with student media. Other than
the USU Student Affairs vice president.
As the game goes on, players communicate with each
her passion for writing, Jacee loves
Currently, over 325 colleges across the country have an
other out loud with directions, and like other sports,
snowboarding, Subway, football and
esports club and the program continues to grow.
they have plays and strategies designed to beat their
anything made by Nike.
With this growth comes more viewership, which,
opponents.
according to Morales, is something USU needs to pay
But there is still a big difference between breaking an— Jacee.Caldwell@usu.edu
attention to so they can grow with the rest of the gaming
kles on a basketball court and looting weapons through
world.
a screen.
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By Brielle Carr
NEWS STAFF WRITER

W

hen living in a desert, it’s common for people to experience severely dry skin and frustrations that never seem
to go away.
Finding quality moisturizers can also be a trial for those who have
sensitive skin or skin disorders.
In 2002, Becky Yeagar founded The Spirit Goat, a business located
on Federal Avenue in Logan. Her business is dedicated to creating
skin care products with goat milk as the primary ingredient.
Yeagar used her background in wildlife biology and chemistry to
create soaps and lotions for those who were unable to use products
from the store.
Deanna Outsen, a lifelong friend of Yeagar, joined the business and
is now the owner of the skin care business.
According to Outsen, goat milk can be found in nearly all their
products, and they research skin care and create new products
continually.
“Goat’s milk is very unique in itself. It is just a great moisturizer,”
Outsen said. “When someone uses goat’s milk, it is naturally good
for someone who has skin irritations or skin sensitivities because it
doesn’t disturb the acid layer that is on the skin.”
She explained it is described as natural because it has the same pH
acidity as human skin.
Using cleanser and moisturizers with natural ingredients has more
benefits than one may realize. When checking the ingredients on
the back of popular facial cleansers, it’s not unusual to find alcohol
to be a prominent ingredient.
The problem with alcohol is it will dry the skin and make people
feel the need to use more lotion than necessary.
“Your skin tries to produce more moisture and it produces more oil
to kind of outweigh the dryness that the alcohol creates and then it
clogs your pores, and you end up getting acne,” Outsen said. “Then
what you do is start worrying and using more of this product that’s
got alcohol in it. It can become sort of an unhealthy cycle.”
The best advice Outsen said she had for skin care is keeping it simple and finding a routine unique to one’s skin. Cleansing, exfoliating
and moisturizing are all important to skin care, and no two people
will follow the same routine.
Incoming USU student Aimee VanDenBerghe’s biggest pet peeve is
having dry skin and never leaves the house without lotion.
She said it can be annoying when you spend money on lotion and
it either does nothing or makes skin drier.
“One thing that’s really important — especially in today’s society
— there’s amazing plans that people have, or they see on TikTok, or
they see out there in the world of, ‘This is how you should do it,’”
Outsen said. “But your skin is uniquely yours.”
Some people have naturally drier skin than others and some have
skin that’s more sensitive. A problem some people’s faces, especially
during the drier months of the year, is putting on so much lotion
your dry skin can’t escape.
PHOTOS BY Bailey Rigby
According to Outsen, there are more factors to keeping your skin Spirit Goat employee Mady Twede scoops homemade product into a container on March 17.
healthy than simply cleansing and moisturizing.
“I do think that a lot of people say that their lips get super dry, but
Brielle Carr is a first-year student studying
then they also need to think about how hydrated they are,” Outsen
journalism. Other than writing for the Statessaid. “If you are drinking enough water and caring for your body
man, Brielle loves to read and spend a lot of
that way, you’ll find that your skin isn’t as dry, and your lips aren’t
time at the gym.
as dry.”
— Brielle.Carr@usu.edu
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Recognizing USU GAS
team’s electrical lead
Metcalf said the individuals who
were featured in these interviews
were people who she felt had put in
onna Metcalf, a sophomore at Utah State Unia good amount of work.
versity, is the electrical team lead on USU’s Get
She also noticed she was excluded
Away Special, or GAS, team. She is also the only
from the features, except for a brief
woman on the team.
shot of the back of her head.
Metcalf is originally from Murray and is studying electri“It’s a little jarring when you can
cal engineering. She got involved with the program after
be the electrical team lead for an upa camp on campus.
coming project and not be featured
“I was originally going to do mechanical engineering,”
in any interviews,” Metcalf said, “yet
Metcalf said. “At the camp we built Tesla coils and it was
still have more focus on people that
the best, so I immediately switched over. I haven’t regretweren’t on the team.”
ted it since.”
Metcalf doesn’t blame anyone she
She also decided to come to USU because of the work
works with on the GAS team and
done by the university’s GAS team, an undergraduate redoesn’t think the media outlets were
search team within the USU physics department that gets
intentionally excluding her for any
students first-hand experience with aerospace research.
reason.
The team started in 1976 and has flown a number of
“I think it’s really important to
student-designed projects into space.
know that it’s not on purpose,”
Metcalf had heard USU was the college with the most
Metcalf said. “It’s something that you
student projects in space, but halfway through her first
don’t recognize unless it’s happening
semester she heard about GAS recruitment from a friend
to you.”
and joined the team.
Metcalf also knew going into a
Metcalf said her favorite part is the hands-on experience STEM field as a woman would be
and the opportunity to build relationships.
difficult.
“I don’t think I would be where I’m at today without
“I knew that it was going to be
the relationships I’ve been able to build,” Metcalf said.
difficult to gain the same respect as
“It’s also a real-life experience, rather than what you just
my male counterparts,” Metcalf said.
learned in class.”
“They just get it without having to
In December the GAS team was recognized by a number work as hard.”
of media outlets, such as KSL and ABC4, after NASA
According to the U.S. Census
launched a satellite designed by the team into space.
Bureau, women only made up 27%
of the STEM workforce in 2019. In these
fields, women also tend to make less money
than men.
Avery Stewart, a first-year student who is
also studying electrical engineering, said
she thinks it doesn’t make sense to invalidate women’s work in STEM.
“I don’t see any reason for anyone who
has the capability of understanding and
applying the concept of STEM fields to feel
discriminated against,” Stewart said.
At this point, Metcalf said she has earned
the respect of the men on the team.
“I’m at a point where I can talk to them
and they respect me,” she said. “They understand that it is a different experience to
go through engineering as a female instead
of a male. A lot of them are understanding
it, and it’s really nice to have that conversation.”
Metcalf also said it’s important to talk
about the struggles women can experience
in STEM fields.
“If it sticks in somebody’s head, they’re
PHOTOS BY Bailey Rigby thinking about it more often,” Metcalf said.
By Jared Adams
NEWS STAFF WRITER

D

Donna Metcalf uses her soldering iron while working in the GAS lab on Feb. 27.

“Then when they see something, that’s the first thing they
think of.”
Metcalf encouraged anyone who experiences challenges
such as these to persevere.
“I tie it back to the Mars rover that landed last year,”
Metcalf said of the rover named Perseverance. “It’s going
to be hard but, as long as we keep fighting, eventually it’ll
be nonexistent, and we won’t have to worry about it.”

Jared Adams is a sophomore at USU studying communications. Outside of news writing, Jared enjoys coffee,
elephants, rainy days and Taylor Swift.
— Jared.Adams@usu.edu

By Jillian Nelson
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

he Trula Foundation has free mental health resources for students in public universities and technical schools in Utah.
The Trula Foundation was started in 2019 to get in front of mental health needs
on college campuses. The idea was brought about by the late Lindsay Atwood, a board
member of Dixie State University who saw the effects of mental health first hand as he
lost two brothers to suicide. Atwood heard of a Dixie State student’s death by suicide and
decided things needed to change. Jeremiah Riley and Rick Atkin got involved in this endeavor, and Trula became a much needed resource available to students.
“It was founded with the idea of prevention in mind so that we really meet and connect
with college students before there ever really is a crisis,” said Megan Miller, a wellness
coach at Trula.
Trula was made to help students with their mental health and overall wellbeing before
there are any real issues.
“We want to try to catch those students in those moments where they’re having stress and
increase their resilience through a coaching relationship. Let’s work through it. Let’s talk
through it. Let’s work on some goals and develop confidence,” Tasha McNamee, Trula’s
program director, said to ABC4.
TrulaCampus is a free platform where students can meet with wellness coaches. In the
sessions, coaches and students meet one-on-one once a week for six weeks, but if the
student wants to, they can go longer.
Students can choose between Zoom calls, texting or phone calls as a means of meeting
with their coaches. These meetings are centered around what the student wants, possible
goals they want to accomplish and what they are struggling with.
“Helping people to discover what they want and also to empower them to get there is
what coaching is really about,” Miller said.
Coaches help students work through their feelings and what is going on in their lives
before jumping into the problem-solving and goal-setting part of the sessions.
“Coaching is really about having meaningful conversations with people,” Miller said.
“You have to set yourself aside and be able to focus and be present for someone else and
to really give them what they need. And if I don’t know what they need, asking them what
they need from me.”
To become a coach for Trula, applicants must complete a 12-hour online course. The
training involves learning coaching principles, skills and tools. The goal is by the end of the
course, a person has gained the skills to help students navigate challenges, set goals and
work to accomplish those goals.
“Everyone is the expert in their own life, everyone is whole, capable and resourceful,”
Miller said. “So the way we approach coaching is that the sessions are about you. You have
the answers, they’re in there somewhere. And as the coach, I’m there to just kind of draw
them out of you.”
Trula peer coaches must be enrolled in a public higher education institution in Utah. They
only have to work 10 hours per week with a flexible schedule and will be mentored by a
certified coach. Coaches receive $2,000 in scholarship money per semester. These positions
are aimed to be occupied by students who are studying applied sociology, psychology, population or public health, communications, criminal justice or other applicable majors. The
main qualifications Trula is looking for in peer coaches are at least a 3.0 GPA and having
completed one semester of college at a Utah higher ed institution.

Jillian Nelson is currently pursuing her degree in
Psychology and Journalism. In her free time, she
loves to read and watch the latest Marvel movies
with her family and friends.
— A02368712@usu.edu
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Finding safety in vunerability: the USU Bull Pen
By Natalie Rust
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

W

riting is all about vulnerability according to USU junior Amrutha Obulasetty.
“It gives you opportunities to be
yourself in ways that you normally
can’t be in other spaces,” she said.
Obulasetty, the president of USU’s
creative writing club, the Bull Pen,
strives to create a safe place for USU
students to be vulnerable to share
what can only be said in writing.
While the club attracts creative writing majors and those serious about
their work, many of the members
write as a hobby.
“We also attract a lot of engineering
students that obviously don’t get that
kind of interaction in their classes,”
said Jay Paine, the club’s vice president. “They’re not taking the creative
writing workshops and classes, so the
Bull Pen is their space to do that.”
A common misconception is that
creative writing encompasses a small
facet of writing. In reality, creative
writing includes people specializing in
nonfiction or fantasy or sci-fi or poetry,
among others.
“There’s so many niches and genres that people write
about,” said Obulasetty.
The club brings together not only people of different majors but also writers focused on a variety of genres.
“The Bull Pen really offers a space for a diverse group of
writers to come together and meet other people,” Paine
said.
Obulasetty described the club’s dynamic as tight-knit.
“We’re like family,” she said. “We like banter a lot and we
bicker and everybody’s just really nice to each other and
we tease each other and it’s just all in good fun.”
The club meets once a week and holds a variety of events
ranging from writing workshops to guest speakers.
During workshops, students submit two pages of their
own writing to be reviewed by other members of the club.
Everyone provides comments on each other’s work, and
the club gets together to discuss what each person did well
and how they could improve.
Students have the opportunity to meet other students
with similar interests. Beyond a universal passion for creative writing, members also have the opportunity to meet
students with similar genre specialties.

GRAPHIC BY Keith Wilson

“It’s really just a space to connect and network with other
writers,” Paine said.
The club has everyone from authors to former students
come in and give presentations on writing techniques
among other topics.
“For example, our last guest speaker that we had was
Michael Souder,” Paine said. “He’s a poet and he told us a
little bit about the volta, which is like a turn at the end of
the poem, or anything that you write in general.”
In addition to workshops and guest speakers, the club
also hosts a slam poetry team. The slam poetry team gathers writers in the Bull Pen club to prepare and practice
slam poems, which are performed at competitions.
“Next week on Thursday we have the slam poetry team
presenting at Helicon West,” Obulasetty said.
Helicon West is a featured reader and open mic series
where local, regional and national authors have an opportunity to share their work, whether that be poetry or short
stories. At this event, members of the Bull Pen club will be
sharing their poetry with the community.
Paine encourages students interested in creative writing
to come to one of the club’s meetings. The club meets ev-

ery Monday from 3:30-4:20 p.m. at the Ray B. West Building in Room 14.
“Just show up to the meeting and we’ll all have a great
time,” Paine said.
The club is open to new people and encourages a safe
space for writers of all backgrounds.
“If you’re a writer, or you’re looking to learn how to
write, or you just want to creative write or you don’t know
what creative writing is and you want to learn more,” Obulasetty said. “I think that the Bull Pen is a good space
for that.”
Natalie Rust is a freshman interested in studying international studies at Utah State University. In her
free time, she loves to read, thrift
and explore the great outdoors.
— natalie.rust@usu.eduu
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Kim Kardashian: “It seems nobody
wants to work these days.”

the villain of the batman sequel is the
duolingo owl who wants revenge on
Batman over the el/la situation

Tom Brady: *unretires*

By Carlysle Price
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

U

tah State University’s fine arts students show
how they kept their spark during a creatively
dry season at the Burnout BFA Exhibition.
The exhibition is fully put on by these students who
chose the name “burnout” to express their feelings
about being art students during the pandemic.
With about 30 graduating students, this specific class
of seniors had a very unique educational experience.
The pandemic pulled them out of their studios, leaving
them no choice but to create from home.
Art supplies were shipped to their home states and
makeshift tools were built. Printmaking students were
missing the 400-pound printing presses, and the ceramic students had to find ways to create their art without
the kiln or clay normally provided. Painters set up their
own studios and online courses were implemented. The
students had to choose resilience to nurture their creativity and grow as artists.

-

t

e

Artist Lizzie Hull admires an exhibit.

Students moved out of state, spent time outdoors and
used their time to try and find things around the house
they could use to express themselves artistically.
Kassie Strong, a printmaking student,
found her move back to her home state
of Nevada to have a huge impact on
her original thesis.
“My thesis was originally on
finding beauty everywhere,”
Strong said.
After moving away due
to the coronavirus, her
thesis shifted to the
things she found beautiful in an arguably
barren landscape.
“My
brother
and I would just
take off and we
would go hike in
the desert. I really
started looking for
the beauty around me
instead of just in general,” Strong said. “That’s
where I saw a lot of
the little things that I
found beautiful about
the desert. I don’t think
I would have seen all
that stuff if I hadn’t
been forced to go.”
With more time to
conceptualize a thesis
and less time to do
hands-on work, many of
the artists changed their
theme over time.
“Something that I’ve heard
time and time again from a lot
of our professors has been that
this group of BFA students is
stronger compositionally and in
the idea of the work because of
the fact that we were not necessarily able to have that time to
PHOTO BY Kate Smith be in the studio,” said Lizzie
Hull, a printmaking student in

the program.
They sketched their ideas, built small models, developed
their theses and eventually found themselves back in the
studio for their last two semesters.
The artists have been working towards this exhibit for
years, mastering their skills and shaping their pieces.
“The emphasis shows that not only do we know art, but
we have done and are capable of developing a thesis and
a complete body of work. We’ve also mastered a specific
area of art,” Strong said.
The exhibition will act as their capstone project and give
the artists the opportunity to showcase their work for the
public to see. Viewers will be able to see the artwork, as
well as binders that list the artists’ accomplishments and
their messages. Many artists will also be selling their work
at the exhibit.
Everyone experienced the pandemic in their own way
that brought individual hardships. The artwork will showcase many different artists experiences during this time.
“There’ll be a little bit of something for everyone. There’s
a wide variety of artwork that goes up. Each student develops something that is completely unique to them,” Hull
said. “I think everyone will walk away taking what they
need from it.”
All medias will be shown, including ceramics, printmaking, graphic design, drawing, painting, photography and
interior design.
The artists are especially grateful for professors who
helped push them and showed patience during creative
droughts and online art courses.
It has taken months to perfect their works. Some built
frames, used erasers and X-Acto knives and painted edges
of the canvas to make sure their art was ready to be publicly appreciated.
“With the amount of work that we put in, at least I feel
like no matter what anybody says, I’m so proud of myself,”
Hull said. “You can put your heart and soul on something
and you’re never sure until it goes up whether or not people are going to like it, whether or not it’s successful. People come in and tell you that you did a good job. This was
worth it.”
The showcase will be free to the public and will be held
in the Tippetts and Eccles Galleries from March 21 to April
7. The gallery will be open Monday to Friday, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
— A02311769@usu.edu
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put your girl in a room with an
origami teacher and she’s folding

Tom Brady filled his car with gas
and said nope! Back to work

Turns out daylight savings barely has
an effect on me because I’m permanently tired no matter what time it is
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Aggie artists prove their resilience
at this year’s annual BFA Exhibit
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Broadway-class music brought to Logan
By Keianah Weakland
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

he Draper Philharmonic and Choral Society will
be performing “King of Kings,” a live musical performance at the Ellen Eccles Theatre on March 25
and 26, accompanied by their orchestra, choir and Broadway-class soloists.
“This is a very unique production. In a way, it just brings
you right into it and it’s a very moving production with
such a glorious message,” said Lisa Nievaard, the marketing director.
The society is new to the Logan area, but has been running for the past five years.
“The director, Sherry Jensen, is a woman of vision and
passion,” said Dylan Bayless, who plays the role of Joseph.
“King of Kings” is the musical story of the birth of Jesus
Christ, which is partnered with “Lamb of God,” a work by
Rob Gardner. It’s a musical that focuses on the retelling of
the last week of Christ’s life, death and resurrection. According to the society, this Broadway-length performance,
with an intermission is all about bringing these two works
together as one in the spirit of Easter.
“When it comes to the subject matter of this concert, it’s

gratifying to share this story,” said Serena Mackerel, who
plays the role of Mary. “I hope everyone leaves feeling uplifted and closer to the Lord.”
“It becomes more about the project itself that we’re sharing with the audience, a bit of our heart, our spirit, our
testimony of the importance of the life of Christ,” Bayless
said. “It’s really a beautiful experience and I believe that
it’s something that the audience will be able to feel and
experience with us.”
The full life of the Christ will be presented on stage
through narration, soloist singing, choir and a full orchestra.
“Our voice talent is incredible. You can’t find better anywhere. It’s world class talent,” Nievaard said.
Sherri Jensen, the founder, artistic director and conductor of the philharmonic, said there are high level singers,
including the headliner, Bayless, who is also a phenomenal actor, according to Jensen. Bayless was a part of
Broadway, touring for several years and was featured last
year in the movie version of “Lamb of God.” Mackerel and
Bayless work very closely during this performance.
“They’re such good actors and amazing vocalists. It’s
sublime,” Jensen said. “When I say that they are exceptional, I’m not just saying it because I’m the mom of the

group, but it’s actually the truth.”
“King of Kings” was commissioned for the society by two
students from Utah Valley University. Jake Lives and Tyler
Teerlink created the work through coordinating with the
musical group to get the main storyline and specifics needed for the piece. Then they composed all the music and soloist lines. The society then purchased the work from Lives
and Teerlink to own and make it their own work.
“It will just be something that when you leave. You feel
so personally different and closer to the Savior,” Nievaard
said.

Keianah Weakland is a freshman considering studying
journalism. Outside of writing for The Statesman, she
enjoys traveling and hanging out with friends.
— A02367276@usu.edu

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Draper Philharmonic and Choral Society rehearsing for the “King of King’s” performance on March 25 and 26.

By Jared Adams
NEWS STAFF WRITER

U

tah State University administrators approved
a plan for piloting gender-inclusive on-campus
housing during the 2022-23 academic year.
Residence Life, Housing Services and the Inclusion
Center at USU have been working for several years in
collaboration to offer this housing option.
Erika Lindstrom, the gender and sexuality coordinator
with the Inclusion Center, explained the reasoning behind offering gender-inclusive housing.
“We have students who, for various reasons, are not
being seen on this campus,” Lindstrom said. “They don’t
feel safe on this campus. We want students that come
onto the USU campus to feel safe and welcome.”
The housing option will be open to students of all genders and sexual identities. It is an option for students
who are uncomfortable rooming with members of the
same sex, are transgender or gender non-conforming
and feel they would be more compatible with a roommate of a different sex or gender, or who do not want
sex or gender to be a factor in choosing a roommate.
The housing pilot will be open to all full-time, undergraduate and graduate students through the housing
selection process.
Once a student has applied for a one-year on-campus
housing contract and paid their deposit, they will be
welcome to apply for housing within the program by
contacting the housing office.
Applications for gender-inclusive housing went live
last week.
The pilot is not a permanent change to housing policy.
The pilot will act as a testing period for the change, and
any necessary changes will be made to the program following a review in January 2023.
Additionally, as with all Residence Life policies, gender-inclusive housing will be continuously reviewed and

improved to meet the needs of students.
The official location of the housing has not been announced, although there will be 12 spaces set aside for
the program.
Lindstrom said she’s hoping students who do not identify with their assigned sex can find comfort in the progress made with the pilot program.
“We’re moving in a better direction for being inclusive,” Lindstrom said. “This is an opportunity to have
more conversations and that tential dialogue to keep
changing policies and the negative encounters that students are having on campus.”
Sophie Christensen, a first-year college student who
identifies as queer, heard about the program through
an email from the Inclusion Center and was excited for
the news.
“I think it’s better to have policies in place that allow students to live without fear of transphobia or homophobia,” Christensen said. “Most of the time with
on-campus housing, you’re signing up to live with a
random person.”
Christensen currently lives on campus and described
the experience of moving into her current room as terrifying.
“There was a good chance that one of them would
have a problem with me,” Christensen said. “Ultimately,
it worked out really well for me, but that’s not the case
for everyone.”
Christensen also said the lack of gender-inclusive housing at USU almost caused her to attend the University
of Utah instead.
“The U of U does have inclusive housing, and I had
signed up for it prior to coming to USU,” Christensen
said. “Because of that, I was really glad when I heard
they were implementing it at USU.”

Lydia Velazquez is a graduate from USU.
Her radio show, No Algorithm Needed, is
a mix of newly released music and music
she has been introduced to in memorable
ways. Stay up past your bedtime and listen Thursday nights at 10 p.m.
When I get my braces off
Mallrat

Different Now
Chastity Belt

Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com.

It’s Not Fair
The Obsessives

Feels
Black Marble

One More
Weaves

The Living Learning Community, an on-campus housing location, is pictured.

PHOTO BY Phil Weber
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Aggies get quacked, duck out of NIT
USU Men’s Hoops season ended last week with an 83-72
By Mark Greenwood
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

W

Sean Bairstow goes up for a layup against Oregon on March 15.

ith 4:41 remaining in the NIT
matchup between Utah State
and Oregon on March 15, the
Aggies had gone on an 11-0 run and
carried a nine-point lead. From that
point forward, the Ducks outscored the
home team 60-40 to run away with an
83-72 victory.
“I guess this is officially the end. So
hard to say that,” forward Brandon
Horvath said after the game. “I left it
all out there today, left it all out there
all season. Wish we would have won,
obviously, but it is what it is.”
Oregon played the game without their
leading scorer Will Richardson, who
averages just over 14 points per game.
In his absence, the Ducks were led by
De’Vion Harmon and Jacob Young.
Harmon led the team with 19 points
while Young put up 17 of his own. The
athleticism of Oregon’s guard duo gave
the Aggies fits all night. The speed and
length of the Duck’s roster seemed nearly
un-guardable in the second half.
“They’re really good at getting to their
strong hand,” head coach Ryan Odom
said. “You really have to fill it up off
those guys in order to not allow them to
break the free throw line, and they got
down there way too many times.”
Three scorers for Utah State found
themselves in double-digits at night’s
end, led by Steven Ashworth who tallied
20 points on the night. Sean Bairstow
and Horvath, with 12 and 15 points,
were the other two Aggies to score
double figures.
One team was without their leading
scorer and the other teams struggled
to get going all night. Justin Bean had
9 points for the Aggies on just 2-12
shooting. For the typically sharpshooting
Bean, Tuesday night’s matchup was a
rare anomaly.
“I think we’re at our best when we’re
sharing the ball and our spacings really
good. We didn’t really have that tonight,”
Bean said. “I think we should have done
just better job attacking and getting
in the lane. When we get in there, we
sometimes try to force it over their
length, and that’s never a good recipe for
success.”
PHOTO BY Joseph F Myers The size of Oregon underneath quickly

became an issue for the Aggies. The Ducks
dominated the battle in the paint, scoring
48 points down low compared to USU’s
28. In addition, Oregon blocked six shots.
Utah State struggled out of the gate, and
Oregon started the game on a 10-2 run.
The Ducks played a primarily 2-3 zone on
defense that caused the Aggies to struggle
to find good shots.
With the Aggies down eight, Ashworth
checked in and proceeded to knock down
three 3-balls on three straight possessions
to give his team the lead.
The teams traded baskets for nearly ten
minutes before USU’s 11-0 run. After that
point the Ducks took control, and it all
began to unravel for the Aggies and the
7,023 faithful cheering them on.
With last week’s loss, Utah State has now
dropped nine straight NIT games dating
back to the team’s last win in 1960.
The biggest question mark for this team
heading into the offseason is whether
Bean will use his extra year of eligibility to
return to Logan next fall.
“There’s a lot of important conversations
I’ve got to have, in the next coming weeks
and months. I came here as a walk-on,
and you don’t see many places that take
guys like me in and support you and love
you,” Bean said somewhat emotionally
after the game. “I have no words to say
just how much I appreciate Aggie nation.”
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freshman at USU studying
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rather pursue coaching than a career in the finance
industry.
“I spent the summer doing that and had a great time,
enjoyed it. At the same time, I knew at that point, I’m not
sure I want to do this as soon as I graduate,” Ryan said. “I
decided to give it a chance and opt into coaching at that
point.”
Even though coaching had served him well, Dave was
quite surprised to hear about his son’s sudden change in
career goals.
“We’re sitting at the dinner table one night during one
of the holidays. He’s home for a week or so, and he says
right out of nowhere, ‘Dad, I’ve made up my mind, I want
to coach.’” Dave said. “I was taken aback.”
After a discussion with his son, Dave helped Ryan get
a job at the University of South Florida with coach Seth
Greenberg, who had been a former coach under Dave
at Wake Forest. Before Ryan found the job at USF, Dave
offered him an open position at Wake Forest. Once again,
Ryan turned down a chance to join his dad.
“He said to me, ‘No, I’m going to get my own job. I
want you to help me, but I want to do it.’” Dave said. “‘I
don’t want people to say that I’m just latching onto your
tail and letting you clear the way for me. I want to earn
it.’”
Ryan did just that. He earned his way up to a head
coaching position at Charlotte, was lured away to
UMBC and is now the head coach for the Aggies. During
his time as a head coach, Ryan has found himself in
a similar situation that his dad was in. Ryan’s son,
Connor, is currently a walk-on at Utah State. Connor is a
sophomore, but this is the first season he has played with
PHOTO BY Mark Greenwood his father.
Three generations of Odom — Dave, Ryan and Connor — pose for a photo inside the Spectrum. 
Connor started his college career by going to the
University of Maryland rather than following his dad to
whole career coaching basketball, so it’s not unreasonable
By Mark Greenwood
UMBC.
SPORTS STAFF WRITER
to expect Ryan to follow the same career path. While that
“I didn’t want to walk-on for my dad at first just
is what happened, that was not always the plan for Ryan
or Utah State Men’s Basketball head coach Ryan
because of the stigma,” Connor said. “I didn’t want to be
and Dave Odom.
Odom, coaching basketball is a profession. But for
known as, ‘I’m on the team because of my dad’ type of
It was only natural Ryan grew up playing basketball
the Odom family, coaching basketball is much more
thing. I wanted to kind of do it on my own.”
and, having Dave Odom as a dad, Ryan was a good player
than just a profession; It’s a legacy. Ryan is the son of
When Ryan became the head coach at Utah State,
too. Good enough that at the end of his high school
legendary Wake Forest and South Carolina head coach
Connor decided to transfer and join him. When Connor’s
playing career he was looking to move on to college
Dave Odom.
time is up as a player, he is looking at the possibility of
hoops. Ryan was offered a walk-on spot at Wake Forest
Dave was named ACC Coach of the Year three times and
carrying on the Odom coaching legacy.
by his dad but opted to go to Hampden-Sydney College in
SEC Coach of the Year once. He produced three consensus
“I definitely want to coach in some way, to do
Virginia and continue playing.
All-Americans who were all taken in the first round of
something with basketball. I don’t know what specifically,
“I still had the bug to play,” Ryan said about his
the NBA Draft. One of them included Hall of Fame center
but I definitely would want to pursue that,” Connor said.
decision. “I was self-aware enough to realize that going to
Tim Duncan who was named an All-American twice, was
“It’s just always been around me. I’ve been around it and
Wake Forest was going to be a challenge if I really wanted
the 1997 AP Player of the Year, and was the number one
so I’ve fallen in love with the game throughout the years.”
to continue to play in games. If I decided to go to Wake
overall pick in the 1997 NBA Draft.
For Ryan, his son wanting to coach did not come as a
it was, ‘You’re going to be a practice player and you’re
Dave Odom posted a winning percentage of 59.9% in
surprise. Ryan is just as supportive of the decision as his
trying to help the team get ready.’”
his 19 years at Wake Forest and South Carolina. He had a
father was with him.
Ryan chose Hampden-Sydney so he would have better
losing season just four times in that stretch while leading
“If that’s something that he decides he wants to do,
opportunities to play in games. He also focused on his
his teams to two conference Championships, three NIT
my responsibility as a father is to help him go chase his
school work. He pursued a degree in economics and was
Championships and nine NCAA Tournament appearances.
dreams, whatever those are,” Ryan said. “If it so happens
planning on following that career path.
With that kind of college basketball coaching resume,
that he chooses to coach in college or coach on some
“I’d always said growing up coaching wasn’t going to be
Ryan Odom certainly has a legacy attached to his name.
level, then I want to try to help him do that.”
my first choice,” Odom said.
Ryan came to Utah State this season after spending five
One summer after his junior year of college changed
seasons at the University of Maryland-Baltimore County,
that, however, when Ryan interned at Bank of America
or UMBC. In his six years before coming to Logan, Ryan
in Charlotte, North Carolina. He soon realized he would
had an overall record of 105-71. His father spent his
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Ray Corn’s legacy will live
on for USU Gymnastics
By Mikey Bishop
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

W

hen coach Ray Corn took
control over the USU
Gymnastics program, the team
was nothing but a club-level squad.
However, by 2008, when Corn retired,
USU gymnastics had become a wellrespected Division I program.
Sadly, Corn passed away from a
heart attack on Aug. 13 of last year.
His legacy at the university, however,
will live on forever. In a tribute event
conducted on Feb. 12, USU announced
the gymnastics practice facility in the
HPER building would be named after
him. The renaming of the facility came
as a shock to few, as his impact on the
USU gymnastics program was extremely
powerful.
Corn became head coach of the
gymnastics team in 1978 when the team
was not yet recognized as a Division
I NCAA program. But before his 2008
retirement, Corn was the only Division
I coach in Aggie history. With his hiring
becoming official, the “Ray Corn Era” in
Logan was officially underway.
Corn burst onto the scene, recording
an impressive 30-4 record in his first
season as head coach.
But he was not satisfied. In his second
year as head coach, Corn led Utah State
to the Association for Intercollegiate
Athletics for Women, or AIAW, National
Championships, marking the first of four
consecutive trips to the event for the
Aggies.
Corn spent the next 29 years of his
illustrious career racking up accolades.
The Aggies were crowned Big West
Conference champions four times under
Corn. They also were named Western
Gymnastics Conference champions in
2005.
Corn seemed to lead the Aggies to the
promised land time and time again. Of
his 31 years of coaching, USU qualified
for the postseason a staggering 26
times. Of the 26 qualifications, the team
made it to the National Championships
five times. It is apparent to all that
the program would not have been as
successful without the leadership of
Corn.
The pinnacle of his coaching career,
however, came in 1991. The Aggies were
able to finish the season strong and

qualify for the National Championships,
a feat that seemed to be routine under
Corn. The Aggies ended the competition
strong and finished No.12 in the
country, the best finish in program
history.
Corn’s success did not go unnoticed by
his peers. He was honored as conference
coach of the year 6 times and was also
recognized as the Midwest Regional
Coach of the Year during the team’s
impeccable 1991 season.
In a time when the term studentathlete is not taken as seriously as it
should, Corn’s motivation towards his
athletes to do well in the classroom is
genuinely admirable. As Corn pushed
his athletes to be great on the mats and
bars, he also encouraged his gymnasts to
excel academically.
From 1992 until 2008, Corn was
the coach of 32 gymnasts who earned
academic All-American honors. In
addition, 92 Aggie gymnasts received
academic all-conference recognition
under Corn. To strengthen his studentathlete mantra even more, Corn’s team
during the 1990 season earned academic
honors after winning the NCAA
Academic Championship for the highest
team GPA in the country. 		
Corn was also the head coach of the
two best Aggie gymnasts in USU history.
Christy Denson-Pettiette didn’t just
perform under Corn, she excelled.
Denson-Pettiette was honored as the Big
West Gymnast of the Year as a junior
in 1999. But she didn’t stop there. As
a senior in 2000 she received Big West
Gymnast of the Year again. She was also
voted Utah State’s Female Athlete of the
Year in 1998, 1999 and 2000.
In addition to coaching DensonPettiette, Corn coached Kris Stano. Stano
was one of the earliest gymnasts that
Corn coached, as she performed from
1982-1983. In the biggest moments,
Stano thrived. In her first year at USU,
Stano and Corn led the Aggies to the
AIAW championships. At the pinnacle of
collegiate gymnastics at the time, Corn
and Stano propelled the Aggies to an
impressive ninth-place finish.
Corn was inducted into the USU Hall
of Fame in 2015, joining Stano. Two
years later, Denson-Pettiete was also
inducted.

F

rom their social media platforms to their
classrooms, awareness is important to Utah
State University students. But it means little
without action.
It is not enough to only pay attention when headlines are flashing in your face on social media to
be civically engaged and aware of modern politics.
Instead, keep up to date on national and international issues consistently with reliable sources and
be proactive.   
On Feb. 11, President Biden said in the immediate future, days even, Russia would be invading
Ukraine. Since the beginning of 2021, Russia has
been building up forces outside of Russia and, in
late January, had deployed 130,000 troops near the
Ukrainian border.
While many news articles were just stipulation on
whether the attack would happen, by February it
became a question as to when, not if.  
For what could be the most dangerous national security crisis since the Cold War, social media cannot
be the sole source of news for college students. It is
unreliable and a delayed source. Instead, students
should be up to date consistently with verified news
sources.  
“I think the best thing students can do is to expand their view and consume a healthy, balanced
news diet,” said Damon Cann, a USU political science professor, over email. “If you choose a partisan
news source, you really ought to get outside of that
and try to read what a variety of people are saying

and Voices of Children are good to
donate to.  
However, as a college student, money
is not always the best method for assisting. We are also too far for physical relief efforts and assistance in immediate
refuge arrival to be practical. But there
are ways to work around that.  
Flint said proximity is not important
for what students can do to contribute.  
“Global issues are simultaneously
local issues and acting locally is not a
second choice for action. Most of the
time it is the only one,” Flint said.  
Local actions can range from reaching
out to political representatives and expressing your thoughts on issues, to the
economic ones. You as a consumer can
make an impact in everyday purchasing
decisions, like the West is doing as an
economic war plan against Russia.  
To act, you must be informed. Flint
recommended
an easy access resource
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Bailey Rigby
that is available to all USU students,
the Aggies Geopolitical Observatory, or
on a subject.” It is important when reading the
Aggies GO. It is made by students for students with
news to branch out to avoid bias.  
the intent of delivering unbiased, simplified news
Colin Flint, a USU international studies professor,
described social media as a good place for discourse on global politics.  
On the Russia-Ukraine conflict, geopolitical artiand discussion, but it should not be where your
cles are a good source to understand the issue on
news originates from, as it is not thorough and can
another level.
have strong biases.  
Recently, on the USU International Studies web“Social media posts are rarely longer than 50
site, Lauren Palmer released an article clarifying
words, and on graphically driven outlets like Instaterminology commonly used in the media, as well
gram and Snapchat, words are even more sparse,”
as some historical context into the conflict.
Cann said in an email. “A social media video longer
As a writer for Aggies GO, Palmer picks topics
than two minutes is an eternity (and 30 seconds is
with geopolitical concepts that are only partly
the max for Twitter).”  
about the event itself and more so about helping
That is too short of a time and lacks depth and
students make sense of the topic.
substance. It can be affected by the individual posting it as well.
Read the rest of this article at usustatesman.com
“You may see Sting’s campaign to raise money to
benefit Ukrainian refugees, which went viral for his
re-release of his song ‘Russians,’” Cann said in an
email. “But you may not actually understand much
about the history, the scope of the conflict and the
stakes of the overall issue.”
Instead of spending time feeding into the social
media frenzy by reposting graphics, there are
significant ways you can contribute to causes such
as these.  
Sara Prettyman is a Maryland-bornFiscally, you can raise funds for Ukraine relief
and-raised sophomore majoring
efforts, you can collect donations for refugees, you
in
applied mathematics. She loves
can donate to a reputable organization whose funds
drawing,
running and reading.
are going directly into the cause. Organizations
such as Ukraine Red Cross, World Central Kitchen
— A02342348@usu.edu
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OPINION
Social media is shaping the war with Ukraine

I

n November
1955, the
Vietnam War
split the country in
two. Americans were
frustrated with the
government and its
leaders for endorsing
the war. This lasted
until mid-1975.  
But something was
different about this
war. In the conflicts
before 1955, the
American people
became informed
through newspapers
and the radio, which
wasn’t much. But
during the course
of the Vietnam War,
major technological
advancements were
made, including
huge improvements
in cameras and television which brought the war to
Americans’ homes.
Broadcast media made its first footprint on people’s
lives. For the first time ever, Americans were able to
see an up close and personal look at the war in the
East and see faces, destruction and the pain it was
bringing to everyone.
On Feb. 27, 1968, journalist Walter Cronkite made
a broadcast from Vietnam to assess how the war was
going. From this moment on, the media and how we
view world events would change forever.  
That moment shaped how we are viewing the contention and war between Russia and Ukraine.
From having a singular television set in a home, to
nearly every single person we know having one in
their pockets, we live in a world where we need to
be constantly informed. That is neither good nor bad.
Social media has been the most recent advancement
where it stretches that itch of knowing.  
There have been numerous books and papers
written about the harmful and the beneficial effects

of social media, but right now social media is being
used for the good of Ukrainians, which they desperately need against the global superpower of Russia.
Feb. 24, 2022, was when Russia officially invaded
Ukraine. There began an immediate outpour of support for Ukraine. Never in recent history has there
been unanimous support for one country and against
another, and it all happened over Instagram, Twitter,
Facebook and Reddit.
When you head over to the front page of
reddit.com and sort through the top posts within the
past month, you are flooded with posts with support of Ukraine, attacks against Russia and uplifting
stories from the people of Ukraine. Even videos and
pictures from the front lines. You could scroll for
literally an hour and see nothing but support for
Ukraine. (Yes, that is exactly what I did).
The top post is a picture of a Ukrainian government
official shaking hands with a Russian government official from 1996. The caption says, “In 1996 Ukraine
handed over nuclear weapons to Russia ‘in exchange
for a guarantee never to be threatened or invaded.’”

The post after that
is a video of a huge
crowd in St. Petersburg, Russia protesting the war.  
On Facebook and
Instagram, we have
seen diverse ways of
supporting Ukraine.
People are changing
their profile picture
to the Ukrainian flag.
People are starting
GoFundMe pages.
There was even a
whole movement
where people booked
every single Airbnb
in Ukraine, with no
intention of staying
there.
Right now is such
a wonderful time to
GRAPHIC BY Keith Wilson be involved and be
informed. Reading
uplifting stories of kind people helping others or seeing a picture of the president of Ukraine hanging out
with the civilians in army clothes are all great to see.  
And it is helping the Ukrainian cause greatly.
But it is not enough.
Read the rest of this article at usustatesman.com

Kaden Schipaanboord is studying
journalism at Utah State. He has a
passion for movies and loves anything
outdoors.
— A02331363@usu.edu

Page 15 - The Utah Statesman, March 21, 2022

ON AIR AND STREAMING
ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

@AggieRadio

CARTOON BY Keith Wilson

Last week’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
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